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id vou know that
1 Indin commamao-

rated  Mahatma

Gandhl’s return

from South Alri
M IN15, a coentury later in
2015, with, among other
things, two coins, each of 10
rupee and 100 rupee denomi-
nations? Did you know that,
after independence, It was
proposed o replace  the
King's portraiton the curren
ey notes with that of Gandhi,
a specimen five-rupes note
with Mahatma Gandhion the
obverse, was printed but not
approved  and  never e
leased?

Find more such fascinal-
ing details in “Global Collec-
tibles of Mahatma Gandhi
through Bank Notes, Coins
and Stamps” to be lnunched
tosday (Oetober 2), Edited and
pubilished by Sushilkumar
Agrawal of Mintage World,
an online musewum, the book
i a unique archive on com-
I]H!TII[]I'LL! Ve SOlns, .‘-'u[i'”l1|!h.
and banknotes on Gandhi re-
leased biv 144 countrios across
the world, Also, there are
miniature and souvenie
sheets released on the Mahat-
ma, depicting various stages
in his life. The descriptions
also carrey the year and pur-
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Gandhl at the charkha; on currency notes; and 100 years of his return

pose of the commemorative
issues, To us Indians, it is a
matter of pride that our Fa-
ther of the Nation has been
honoured with collectibles
neross the globe, from India
o Argenting, Cameroon to
Comorns, Mauritius 1o Mo
nach and Venezuela to YViet
T,

The collection could not
hiave come ata better time, We
have just celebrated Azadi Ka
AmrutMahotsay, the 75 years
of our independence, and the
Mahatmea's vet another birth
unniversary 18 here, “"When
Wi :i-t:ll'll'lj 1.-'.-"1!['k||:'|‘,:.' on ik we
didn't expect its relense on 75
vears of Independence or on
Gandhl Jayant]. [t is just a co-

incldence that the collection
has come at this thme.” said
Agrawal whe is fond of col-
lecting coins, banknotes and
.‘11':I.:I:IL|:I:'|.

Apart  from  ereating
AWATENIRSS among people
about how the world has com
memorated Bapo over the
yvears, explalned Agrawal,
theaim is alsoto bring people
back tothe hobbies of collect-
ing eoins, stamps and bank-
notes he addiction with
social media platforms like
WhatsApp, Facebook, Insta
gram and Twittor have
robbsed many of us of the fas-
cinating habits like collect-
ing coins, banknotes and
stamps. 1 want people to re-

diseover the charming workd
of collecting memorahilia,”
e said.

It informa us that the first
banknote featuring Gandhil
was o S00-rupes note printed
in October 1987, And we are
dlsotold that once a ten-rupeg
note with Gandhi’s portrait
on the obverse was printed
but never approved and not
released, All the major mile-
stones in Gandhi's life and
thee life of owr republic,
Champaran and Dandl Sa-
tvagraha, India's S0th Inde
pendence anniversary, Sith
anniversary of the it India
Movement, have been com
memorated with atamps fea
turing the Mahatma
Al .'l!ll!]h' commemorate ::Ilil!
hi'ssatvagraha in South Afri-
ca, Ineluding one depicting
the humiliating incident of
Gandhi being thrown on a
railway platfiorm

"This 18 a monumental
wiork since the new gencra
tion Is forgetting that Mahal-
mia Gandhi plaved such a big
role in our [reedom move
ment. The document should
not only inspire researchers
and scholars but young read
s too to understand how the
world sees Gandhl who i3 a
global figure,” snid Sanjiv Ni
gam, director, Mahatma
Gandhi-founded Hindustani
Prachar Sabha inMumbal
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